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countries, began to think of themselves as divinely appointed
rulers, with the right to do what they pleased in the lands
they ruled over. And then we shall see how in every case
this led to revolt on the part of the people they ruled over,
and to the establishment of new forms of government.

Louis1 XIV of France reigned longer than any other
king in European history.
He came to the throne in
1643, and died in 1715.
His reign thus covers
seventy-two years and
overlaps the period of
Aurangzeb's long reign
in India by twelve years
at the beginning and
eight years af the end*

Louis was not a wicked
man. He was able and
ambitious, and his aim
was to make France the
most powerful and most
admired nation in the
world. But in thinking
of France, he was not
dunking of the people
of France, but of him-
self and his court. He is famous for his saying: 'I am
the State.' And it was that State which be succeeded in
making the wonder of the other aatk&is of Europe* He
aimed first of all at the extension of his rule from tic Rhine
to the Pyrenees, aad secondly, at cheating a court wiiose
wealth and splendour should be unrivalled. Beth these
aims needed enormous expenditure of wealth; for the first,
a great army; for the second, magnificent palaces and
tpioimdiii^. Tfeie moatf for these could be had
taxation, for &e dbp of footing other people's cwe-

LCHJIS XFV